XIV                                   BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH
the Mourne Mountains.    Here, in 1*786, James Thomson, s( iior, was born.
The country in the immediate neighbourhood, like ths of County Down generally, is fertile and undulating; the hil cks are so peculiarly rounded that their appearance has been t >tly likened to a basket of eggs. Between these hillocks one ads little valleys with glancing streams and green copses, and s< ae-tinies a clear lakelet lies open to the sky. Low-lying bogs are few; and drainage has converted into rich meadowland n ,ny swamps that were formerly tenanted only by the coot and si pe. A :Spa attests the fact that health-giving springs abound; nd when the South wind blows it brings with it the ozone from he sea. .
James  Thomson, senior,  the  first   of  the   family  to   Ic  ve agriculture   for  scientific pursuits, was  a man   of remark; >le ability.    When  quite  a young boy,  having received only   he rudiments of education by the teaching of his father, he ni ie out for himself the art of dialling without the aid of teacl TS or good books.    He  thus succeeded not merely in makin;    a sundial, but also a dial to tell the time at night by one of   ie stars of the Great Bear.   He used to tell his children how  ie had puzzled over an old book on navigation which contains   a chapter on dialling, and felt disheartened :because he could    Dt understand it; and how he subsequently found that his difficuh 5s had arisen from the fact that the book was all wrong.   One ni^ it sitting up with his father and elder brother, Eohert, to guard 1  e orchard, while he watched the stars slowly revolving he thoug  t out for himself the true principle of dialling, and made a dial : r his father's farm which told the time correctly.   Robert's son, Hu£  , used to give the following account of his youthful discovery:- -" While the ploughing of a field was going on Eobert and 1 5 little brother, James, then about eleven years of age, rested , ; times.  ; The boy was then observed to be working with a sla and a bit of stone for a pencil.    In the evening after they can home, again  he  began .to work,. having brought in a handfi of shavings from the workshop to make a blaze till the candle should be lighted. After a little the boy exclaimed to his brothe ' Robert, I have made a discovery, I.have found out. how to mak dials for any latitude/    'Can you show me?3 said Robert, an< he showed it so clearly that his brother understood it quite well.